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The P&G team and the "Corvette Sucker Car" were a blast to be involved with. Last April I was reading through a Grassroots mag. and was looking at the $2006 challenge results. I was thinking that C4 Corvettes were becoming cheap enough to acquire and enter into the contest...someone would be doing this soon, but it was just a thought. Not a week later Cliff Papsdorf, who I already knew, called me out of the blue. He was telling me that they were as a team going to enter the GRM $2007 challenge and were going to buy a C4 Corvette for the competition. He wanted me to give him some input of which direction they should pursue with the car. He was telling me at the time they had some really trick things planned. He asked if I would like to be involved, and how could I say "no".

The team worked long and hard on that vehicle. From initial purchase to finished product was an amazing feat. When I first saw the car (very early) I was very skeptical, I am not used to seeing Corvettes that are wrecked, dilapidated pieces of crap. The body was terrible; the b-pillar formed a parallelogram. Then we found out that the frame was tweaked and the alignment and corner-weight job was going to be a major challenge.

The car progressed, not as quickly as anyone had liked, but it made progress none the less. Cliff started telling me of his vision, that the car would be a sucker-car as the Chaparral 2J. I thought that he was out of his mind....completely. I started calling the engineers on the projects a "bunch of loons"...this continued through the remainder of the project. And I was right ...they certainly are "loons"...very innovative "loons". I was still very skeptical if this would work. I know it has worked in the past, and in concept should work, but there were many, many details and hurdles that would have to be crossed.

I watched progress as they designed/engineered and installed said sucker device and drive motor assy. Car was looking quite strange I must say. I was skeptical of the device until I drove it for the first time. It was significantly later at night than we had planned, and we could no longer set up an AX in the lot, it was too dark. But we could set up a skid pad. Cliff, Todd Lenser and I built a 250' diameter skid pad that night in late September. This was to be the first time that we would see if any of the innovations would work. I drove the car around the skid pad not using the sucker-motor assembly to assess the balance of the car by itself. I was quite pleased, a little loose but good.

Time to try the sucker motor on the same skid pad .......Cliff fired up the snow mobile motor and I was in sensory shock. That thing was loud........only thing that you could here with the motor running. Made shifting by ear not possible. I ran the car the car around the skid pad with the sucker motor for the first time and was unable to find the end of grip. The car would not leave go of the pavement. I don’t remember the exact specifics of the times that we turned with the sucker motor and without , but I do remember that the difference was an incredible 10%.....never seen anything like it....incredible. I think it took 1.5 seconds off the skid pad. Crazy....I don’t know what the exact lateral G difference is taking 1.5 sec off a skid pad, never ran the calculation, but I am sure it is HUGE !!!!!

Three days later, we set up an autocross in their parking lot of approx 30 seconds. My dad brought his B/SP car over ('86 LT4 6-spd with 315's, 335's....fast ) to base line the car against. I made runs in both cars, the Cheaparral without the sucker motor was 1.6-1.7 seconds behind the B/SP car. The B/SP car wasn't the happiest car in that lot due to the "washboarding" effect. Needs more compliant shocks, but was fast despite this. We ran the Cheaparral with the sucker motor and eclipsed the B/SP cars time by 1.4 seconds......Another 10% difference...3 sec. on a 30 sec AX course is a crazy differential. That could be the difference between Cstock and Cprepared in the SCCA.

I was no longer skeptical.....the "loons" had it going-on. They had done their homework, put in their time and the end result was stellar.

